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PREF AUE 


EN chriſtianity was firſt eſtabliſhed, the follow- 
ers of the Lord Jeſus ſuffered much perſecution, 
They lived under the frowns and crucl reproaches of the 
ungodly. Many of them were called to ſeal the truth with 
their blood. But the perſecution they endured did not 
| hinder their progreſs in the divine life; they followed Chriſt 
fully, through evil and good report, in honour and diſh- 
nour. In all ages of the church, the ſincere followers of 
God, have generally proſpered the moſt, in ſeaſons of per- | 
ſecution. Ir has driven hypocrites out of the church, for- 
ced the faithful to God, imploring help from his indul- K 
gent hand, and united them to each other, in the bonds Fo 
of pureſt affection. They have grown up into Chriſt their L 
living head daily, and increaſed in number continually. = 
When the Lord has given his people favour in the eyes 4 
of the world, and diſpoſed the hearts of kings and govern. | 
ors to be favourable to them, giving them liberty to wor- 
ſhip God according to their deſire, it has generally happen» 
ed, that a fatal lukewarmneſs has ſeized the hearts of mi- 
niſters and people; they have ſlackened their hand in pub- 
lic and private duty; they have indulged fleſh and blood 
too much ; they have found occaſions of quarrelling with 
each other. This has cauſed a number of evils to creep in 
among thoſe who were once ſincere. 'The end of their 
calling, Folloꝛu peace with all men, and holineſs, without which 
no man ſhall ſce the Lord, has been, in a great meaſure, for- 
gotten by them. | 
This has led them inſenſibly too near the world; at fir? 
they were airaid, but by degrees their fears were ee; 
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and they ſank again into bondage. Some have however 
boldly withſtood the influence of men and things, and have 
gone on their way rejoicing. 

For many years theſe nations have had a glorious day 
of viſitation. The goſpel has been preached with ſucceſs 
amongſt many denominations of chriſtians. We can now 
fit under our own vine, and under our own fig tree, none 
making us afraid. Very many in different places, are 
walking in the fear of God, and in the comforts of his ho- 
ly ſpirit, They reſolve, Nor to be conformed to this world, 
but to be transformed by the renewing of their minds ; that they 
may prove, what is that good, acceptable, and perfect will of 
Cod, which they onght to conform to in all things. But alas 
this is only the conduct of a fewv, compared with the reſt 
of the inhabitants of theſe nations. Moſt are for going an 
eaſy way to heaven, or not for going to that bleſſed place at 
all, You will find Miners and private profeſſors, plead- 
ing the lawfulneſs of a number of things, which are evi- 
dently calculated to deſtroy the life of God out of the ſoul ; 
and lead men into the ſpirit of the world. Many games and 
inſtitutions are ſanctioned, under the character of innocent 
di verſiont, which would have been branded by our fore- fa- 
thers, with the name of devili/h amuſements, They would 
have oppoſed them with all their influence, and done every 
thing in their power to prevent their prevailing. In the 
writings of many eminent divines in the laſt century, 
we read of the fand they made againſt ſin in all its gilded 
appearances; and how they behaved themſelves in their va- 
rious departments. They were living examples of the 
truths they taught. 

When Mr Weſley firſt formed ſocieties in different places 
in England, Scotland, and Ireland, he gave rules to his 
people, which are eminently calculated to help forward their 
falvation. He bore a public teſtimony againſt all kinds of 
gaming, and did every thing in his power, to keep his fol- 
lowers from countenancing, what I have conſidered in this 
pamphlet. He has expe/led from his ſociety, a number of 
perſons, that would not lay them aſide, after ſuitable ad- 
monition; he inſiſted on the preachers in his connection, 
bearing with him a public teſtimony againſt theſe evils, and 
preſſed on them not to let any remain in our ſocieties that 
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fon will pretend, that time is redeemed, in ſpending ſeve- 
ral hours every day while the races continue, on the horſe 
courſe. We are not ſo far loſt. to every thing that is ſa- 
cred, as to ſuppoſe that God approves of our ſpending it in 
that way. We are commanded to work while it is duy 
work out our own ſalvation with fear and trembling —left the 
night ſhould overtake us before our work is finifhed ; leſt 
. death ſhould meet us before our ſouls are prepared for 
heaven; and the eternal Jehovah ſhould baniſb us from 
his preſence for ever. | 
Many plead in their excuſe, when you preſs on them to 
be earneſt in ſeeking ſalvation, that their buſineſs takes up 
— ſo much of their time, as to prevent them from doing 
many things they deſire to accompliſh; and yet theſe very 
perſons can find ſufficient time to attend a horſe race, or 
any diverſion that is agreeable to their mind. The 
perſons that come from neighbouring places, may waſte 
more time in this exerciſe than thoſe who live where the 
races are held, but this is no ſufficient excnſe to ſquan- 
der away one moment of our lives, contrary to the ap- 
pointment of our God, 
3. Many accidents happen on theſe occaſions z hore 
ſes and carriages, crowding ſo very cloſe on the 
ground, make it dangerous to be there. Children have 
been daſhed in pieces, to warn parents of their fin and 
danger; old and young have frequently ſuffered. We 
hardly ever hear of races in any large town, but ſome, 
either on the courſe, or in going to, or returning from the 
races, have loſt their lives ; many who have eſcaped with 
their lives, are now carrying marks of their folly with 
them, wherever they go. This is a ſubject that can never 
be too much attended to. A man may go from his fami- 
ly, full of confidence he ſhall be ſecure, but by ſome 
firoke from the hand of God, may be brought back a 
breathleſs corpſe. In the midft of life, in ſuch places, 
ave are in death, To be hurried ſuddenly in this manner * 
from our friends, to appear before God, is a matter of ' |: 
the laſt importance. We may cry peace to cunrfelves, au 
ſudden deſtruction is at hand. We may promiſe. to our- 
ſelves length of days, and in a moment be cut off from 
among the living. We had an account a few days ago, 
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of the. grand ſtand on a race ground in England, being 
crowded with people; and while thoſe that were on the 
ſtand, and thoſe that were under it were ſecure in their 
own imagination, the ſtand fell, and was the inſtrument of 
death to ſome, and of affliction and miſery to very many. 
This has happened as a warning to others; and if it be 
properly conſidered, it will anſwer the end which the 


Lord deſigns. But if it ſhould be lighted, thoſe who 


harden themſelves in ſin, may ſuddenly periſh without re- 
medy. 

4. Horſe races are a kind of conventicle, to which thieves 
and looſe women reſort. They travel far to theſe places. 


They live by theft and wickedneſs in their journey. 


They watch the courſe by day, to pick the pockets of the 
unwary ; and by night ſeek their gain from their own 
quarter. The men frequently watch the public roads, 


and rob thoſe, that fooliſhly ſtay till darkneſs cover them; 


while the women are found in the lanes and ſtreets of the 
city, offering themſelves to praſtitution, for hire. It is amaz- 
ing what miſchief is done in many places by perſons of 


this character. If there be any places where races are 


in their infancy, they may not yet be crowded by perſons 
of this character; but ſhould they be continued, it is 
Wore than probable, that thieves and whores will flock to 
them. | 

5. The places where races are held, are generally 
very much. diſturbed by night, and by day. It is not 
ſafe to ſuffer children in the day time to paſs on the 
ſtreets. Hurry and noiſe are manifeſt im all places; and 
when the weary labourer wants to reſt, and the afflicted 
are longing in the ſhades of the night for balmy ſleep, 
both are prevented by the perpetual noiſe which is kept 


up inthe ſtreets. Many are aſſaulted in the ſtreets, whom 


buſineſs forces from their habitations. Houſes are dit- 
turbed and windows broken, to give the licentious plea- 
ſure. It would be dangerous to go out to alk a reaſon 
for their conduct. Theſe diſturbers of peace frequently 
{troll the ſtreets, till the morning light appears, and then 
hide themſelves like bats and owls, as though they were 
afraid of the light, When the hour returns to attend 


the race ground, they are among the ſirſt, to renew their 
crimes before their God, 
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6. But theſe evils, great as they are fonnd, are exceed- 
ed by thoſe I ſhall now name. Cheating and lying are a- 
mong the ſins I refer to. If many go for their pleaſure, o- 
thers attend to deceive and cheatall, who are fooliſhenough 
to have any connection with them. It is often known by 
the owners of the horſes and the riders, which horſe will 
win the prize, before they ſtart in the race. This has 
been manifeſt among gentlemen of the turf, whoſe titles 
and characters ought to have ſcreened them from ſuch 
villainy. In theſe ſham races, the horſe that is the moſt 


unlikely and the worſt runner, is ſure to reach the mark 


before the others. Every rider having his inſtructions 


acts in character; they whip and ſpur apparently with all 


their might, and at the ſame time, prevent their horſes 
from outrunning the horſe, that is to come firſt to the 
ſtand. | 

It is not for the prize that they act this baſe part, but 
to gain advantage another way. Every gentleman who 
wiſhes to try his fortune, as they phraſe it, who is not in 
the ſecret, will readily bet againſt the horſe that is to 
win Many are employed themſelves, and have others 
to help them, to accept the bets that are offered. Theſe 
at ſome races amount to ſeveral thouſands, If they go 
from the courſe unſuſpected, they meet 20 ſhare the ſpoil 
as ſoon as convenient; but if they are ſuſpected, a thouſ- 
and lies are told to cover their fin. The maſter. and ſer- 
vant ſolemnly declare, every thing has been acted with 
the greateſt uprightneſs; no fraud or injuſtice has been 
manifeſt on the occaſion. Every one is ready to give his 
oath before a magiſtrate, that no deceit has been made 
uſe of in the race. If the ſecret is diſcovered, the parties 
concerned are expoſed to the violence of a mob; or if 
they eſcape, to the laſh of the law. 

7. There is much blaſphemy and drunkenneſs at theſe 
times, manifeſt on the courſe, and in thetown or city. The 
name of God is irreverently made uſe of, by high and 
low, rich and poor ; damning the eyes and limbs of thoſe 
that are in the way, and often their ſouls to the devil, 
are the muſic of the courſe. If your heart be not harden- 
ed through the deceitfulneſs of fin, you cannot but tremble 
to hear all ſorts of perſons, ſtriving to excel each other 
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in blaſphemy: even Aeg are heard to utter oaths 
that ought to be puniſhed by the judge. ; | 

There are ſome who have no concern about the races 
that attend. Their object is to eat and drink as much 
as they are able to carry. The tents are crouded with 
perſons of this character, even while the horſes are run- 
ning. Some have ſo much /e/f denial, as to go to the door 
of the tent and fee the race; but between the heats, they 
return to their glaſs, till they are ſo drunk, when the, 


horſes go the laſt time round the courſe, as not to be able 


to leave their place. When the races are ended, in the 
tents, and in the town, drunkards of every age are found ; 
from the boy of 10, to the old ſinner of 80 years. When 
drink dethrones reaſon, it is eaſy to ſee what will be the 
conſequence. This ſhall be my laſt particular, on this 


part of my ſubject. 


8. Slander and abuſe, are plentifully beſtowed by 


drunkards. They ſtrive to provoke each other to wrath. 
They very ſeldom ſtrive in vain. When this is the caſe, 
the moſt horrid blaſphemies are heard on every fide. They 
are like tygers in the field. They gnaſh on each other 
with their teeth, and appear reſolved to try which is the 
beſt fellow, by fighting it out on the ſpot. Many on both 
ſides are ready to encourage the parties concerned; they 
ſtrip and fight, to their eternal ſhame ; ſometimes theſe 
quarrels end in the deſtruction of each other. One or both 
get ſuch wounds and bruiſes, as haſten their diſſolution. 
Many have been killed on the ſpot. In the midſt of their 
drunkenneſs and wrath, they have been hurried into a 
world of ſpirits. | 
This account is not exaggerated, when applied to many 
places, where races are held. There are thouſands that 
can witneſs the truth of every thing Ihave aſſerted. Other 
things might have been named, but theſe are the leading 
features of a horſe race; they are drawn from. real life 
and are not too much coloured in any part. a 
I ſhall now, in the ſecond place, enquire, Is it lawful 
for chriſtians to attend races? I mean thoſe, who are: 
chriſtians in heart and life. Thoſe who have a living 
faith in the Lord Jeſus, which works by love in all that 
have it, purifying their hearts and bearing the fruits of the 
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| ſpirit, as well as every good work, in their life and con- 
verſation. Is it lawful for perſons of this character, to 
mingle with the crowd on the horſe courſe ? 
I. In the firſt place, it is evident, this inſtitution is not 
of God; he never appoints any thing, which has ſo many 
; evils connected with it. Is any man ſo bold as to affirm, 
that God has appointed races for the abuſe and deſtruc- 
j tion of his creatures ? He never appoiats any thing but 
for his own glory, and the happineſs of man. But none 
* can ſuppoſe, that God is glorified by a horſe race, or that 
mankind are made happy in theſe diverſions. It God 
bas not appointed them, they muſt ſpring from bencath. 
4 Do they naturally lead zhe ſoul from God, and into a num- 
ber of ſins that he abhors? Are they evidently calculated 
to deſtroy true religion out of the heart and life, and to 
+ help forward the future deſtruction of ſinners? No per- 
ſon can doubt of theſe being their end, but thoſe who are 
determined to ſhut their eyes againſt the light. 

2. They are contrary to the tenor of the ſcriptures. We 
have no poſitive declaration againſt horſe-racing, cock-tight- 
ing, &c. but we have many«pallages that include them. 
It is probable theſe vices have been found out ſince the 
ſcriptures were completed; but as they contain general 
precepts, that include a number of duties that are not par- 

ticularly ſpecified, ſo they declare againſt many things 
which have been invented by man, fince the days of the 
Apoſtles. We ſhall find, on an vnpartial examination, 
horſe races to be one of this number. St Paul ſays, What- 
ever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Fe- 
ſus, Sc. Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 8 
all to the glory of God. Give offence to none. Abſtain from the up- 
pearance of evil, Whatever is not of faith is fin. Theſe paſſa- 
ges abundantly prove, that this is againſt the word of God. 
Can any man do this in the name of the Lord Jeſus ? Will 
he preſume that God is glorified by his attending the horſe 
race? Does it give no offence to any of the followers of 


Chriſt ? Is there no appearance of evil in it ? Can a man 

in the faith of Chriſt, mingle with ſinners on a horſe | 
courſe ? | 

3. Chriſtians are forbid the races by the following paſ- 

| ſages. Be not partakers of other men's fins. Come out from 

amang them, and be ye ſeparate, and touch nt their unclear: 

5 a C „„ things. 
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.thing. Have no fellowſhip avith a unfruitful works of darks 
.neſi. Lay afide every weight, and the ſin that doth moſt eaſily 
beſet you. They think it ſtrange, that you run no with them to 

.the ſame exceſs of riot. Take up your croſs, deny yourſelves. | 
Be not conformed to this world. If theſe plain paſſages of | 
ſcripture do not convince every perſon that reads them that 
horſe races are offenſive to God, there is little reaſon to 
ſuppoſe that the words of man will find a place in their 
Hearts. If it be not a touching the unclean thing, a weight -, 
to the ſoul, partaking with other men in their fin, holding 
fellowſhip with the works of darkneſs, conformity to the 
world, &c. 1am not able to determine what it is. 

4. It is contrary to the practice of the apoſtles, and the 
practice of all who have lived godly in Chriſt Jeſus, to 
the preſent day. The apoſtles were careful not to act any 
Fan that would hinder the ſpreading of the goſpel. St 

*aul ſays, J eating fleſh would offend my weak brother, I 
would eat no more fleſh while the world flandeth. Eating fleſh 
was every way conſiſtent with the word of God. It might 
be neceſſary for St Paul in his exceſſive labour; yet he re- 

 felved to ſacrifice this lawful article of food, rather than 
give offence. Attending horſe races cannot be juſtified 
from the ſcriptures. It very much pains both Miniſters and 
private Chriſtians, who have the cauſe of God at heart; 
it emboldens perſons that have good deſires, to enter on * 
a practice, which often proves fatal to their ſouls. It can 
be no great facrifice, for a profeſſor to make, to abſtain 
from an horſe race, provided there was no ſin in it. If a 
man will not do this, to prevent offence from being given, 
he cannot have the ſame experience which St Paul enjoyed. 

The church in all ages, has been exhorted to ſtand at a 
diſtance from the cuſtoms and faſhions of this world. — 
Thoſe who have lived to God, according to the light of 
the ſpirit of truth, have abſtained from every thing of this 

nature. Search eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, and you will find 
that, many chriftians migit have faved their lives by yield- 
ing to things as little finful as attending a horſe race; but 
they preferred death with a good conſcience, to life with 
the reproach of their own hearts, Who are the chriſtians 
that plead for horſeraces, and other things of this nature ? 
Are they men after God's own heart ? Devoted to ws 
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will in all things? Are they not rather thoſe, who never 
knew the. /aving powwer of a living faith in Chriſt ? Or 
thoſe who once had it, but are now funk into lukewarm- 
neſs before God ? Perſons that are trimming between 
God and the world; who have a name toV:ve, but are 
dead while alive. If this be the caſe, are they not enemies 
to the croſs of Chriſt, while they plead for liberty to- 
conform to the world, contrary to the deſign of the 
Golpcl ? 

5. It is againſt the peace and happineſs of chriſtians. 
Happy is the man that condemneth not himſelf, in the thing 
which God allows. But God never does allow any thing 
contrary to his word, and the happineſs of his people. 
It a man tan go to a horſe courſe, and ſay his conſcience 
does not condemn him, it is evident, his conſcience ia 
aſleep—Perhaps the violence he has done to his ſoul, has 
ſeared his conſcience. If this be the caſe, he may be fo 


fupid as to feel no remorſe, and laugh at thoſe who will 


not follow his example; but he is at the ſame time in th 
gall of bitterneſs, and inthe bonds of iniquity. 

When we uſe our chriſtian liberty, as far as the 
Lord allows, without countenancing ſin, or condemning 
ourſelves, we are truly happy. If two things offer, there 
is always a ſafe ſide. If I reaſon whether I ſhall go to 
the horſe race or not, I am convinced, many things may 
be ſaid of me by different profeſſors. Some may ſtumble 
at my conduct. But if I reſiſt the temptation, and refuſe 
to go, none can be juſtly offended. - I ſhall look up to 
God with confidence in prayer; have the anſwer of a 
good conſcience ; be an example in this to believers z. 
and ſhall ſtop the mouths of gainſayers. This is the ſafe 
fide: Here I ought to conduct myſelf with the greateſt 
care. 

6. Races are againſt the 2ermporal, ſpiritual, and eternal 
bappineſs of the people. If we wiſh their temporal hap- 
pineſs, we {ſhould avoid them. How many families are 
diſtreſſed for want of the labour that might have been 
paſſed through, and for want of the money that has been 
ſquandered - fooliſhly away at theſe times! If we ſee the 
poverty, diſeaſe, and miſery of our fellow creatures, occa- 
ſioned by the races, ought we not to avoid them, for 
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their geo, and ſtrive to prevent dis attending them? If 
we love their ſouls, we ſhall ſeek to promote their hap- 
pineſs. We know their fouls cannot proſper till they give 
up ſin, and every thing that leads to it. This will lead 
us by our example and advice to engage them to avoid 
evil, or the appearance of it; and we ſhall at the ſame 

time ſeek to bring them ta God by the Lord Jeſus, that 
they. may be made happy in him. | 

While they purſue evil, they are in danger of loſing 
their ſouls. Death may find them on the horſe courſe, 
and they may be eternally ruined. Our example and 
advice may prevent this evil. They may engage with us in 
the ſervice of God, and we may all be ſaved with an 
eternal ſalvation. Nothing can be lawful, which will not 
admit of theſe three things: 

1. A folemn appeal to God, that we are ſeeking his glory 
in what we do. our eye be ſingle, our whole body will be 
Full of light. If we aim at glcrifying God, in our body and 
fpirit-<vhich are God's, we ſhall have the anſwer of a good 
conſcience, But is it for the glory of God, that perſons 
who call tliemſelves chriſtians attend a horſe race? Can 
we appeal to God that we are ſeeking his glory in this 
exerciſe ? Can you retire into your cloſet, and make this 
ſolemn appeal to the ſearcher of hearts? Eternal God, _. 
I have found mercy at thy hands through the Son. of 
© thy love; I have peace and liberty in my foul through 
© his mediation 3 and now I wiſh to advance thy praile 
< in all my thoughts, my words and actions. I appeal un- 
© to thee my Father and my God, that I do not attend the 
© races to gratify any vile principle in my heart; to 
keep mylelf from the reproach and perſecution of the 
wicked; to keep up reſpect and honour from my 
friends and acquaintance; or from any other worldly 
- motive, but purely ts promote. thy glory and fave my own 
« ſoul. I have no other end in attending theſe races, but 
0 get good to myſelf, and ts do good by my example and 
. influence there. Thou who knoweſt all things, know- 
« eſt, if it were not to accompliſh theſe ends, I would not 
© look toward the races,” 

Would not ſuch an appeal as this ſhock the moſt har- 
| dened wretch that attends there? Would it not = bw. 
1dered. 


« 


„ 


ered as an inſult offered, not to man, but to him 7h? | 
can kill the body, and deſtroy the foul in hell? Would not 


every perſon that pretends to heart religion, be ſhocked 


it he heard any of his neighbours making ſuch appeals 2 


But is it lawful to engage in any thing in which we dare 
not appeal to God, that theſe ends are the object of our 


aim? 17 hether we eat or drink, or wwhalſeever we do, all ir 


to be dane to the glory of our Gad. 
2. In the ſecond place, it is not lawful to enter upon 


any thing that we cannot firſt aſk a bleſſing upon. Every 


thing is to be /an&ified to us, by the. word of Gad, and by 
prayer. When we go to our labour, journey on buſineſs, 


or walk for our health, we can confidently addreſs the God 


of our merclæs, to bleſs theſe exerciſes to us : we are 
not afraid or athamed of doing it in public. But which 
of us could cail our families or neighbours together, that 
a bleſſing from God may be ſought in fervent prayer, on 
the horſe race? Could you ſay, Lord God Almighty, 
being contcions that zhine eyes are over the righteous, and 
thine ears attentive ta their prayer, we proſtrate our- 


ſelves witn our families at thy footſtool, and beſeech 


thee from our hearts, to eſs and /anify to us the horſe 
race, to our preſent and eternal advantage. Without thy 
bleſſing, this exerciſe will not be ſerviceable to us. Let 
us feel our fouls ediſie and comforted, while we fee the 
horſes run, hear thy name blaſphemed, ſee ſinners 
drunk, and fighting with each other. Let every thing 
that is manifeſt there, be for our edification and happi- 
neſs. . Let theſe children thon haſt given us, who accom- 
pany us to the race ground, get ſuch an Hatred ꝙf vice, 
and love of virtue by what they fee and hear, as may be 
for their eternal welfare?“ 


Would not ſuch prayers, my brethren, be blaſphemies 
before God? Would it not be the height of wickednels, 


to offer ſuch petitions as theſe to the Almighty ? If every 


thing is to be ſanctified by prayer that is lauf, and you 
dare not pray for a bleſſing on the horſe race, you need 


not heſitate a moment, to know whether it be ſinful 


or not. And whoever ventures without examining the 


ſubject after this manner, when he has an opportunity of 


doing it, will find his heart to condemn him in due time. 


C 3 3. Whats 


—_— — — — 


C187 


3. Whatever we engage in, ought to be of ſuch a na- 


ture, that ſhould the Lord require a ſudden account of 
our ſtewardſhip, we may be able to give. up our accounts 
with joy, If death fhould find us at our Jawful employ, 
in a journey, walking for the benefit of our health, or 
in any innocent recreation, we ſhe,uld meet him with 
boldneſs... As our life is in the hands of God, and he 
can take it when and where he pleaſes, it onght to be our 
{tudy, to engage orly-in thoſe things, that we know are 
according to his will. Which. of us wonld be reconciled 
to meet death in a moment on the horſe courte.? If we 
knew our departure was at hand, ſhould we venture a- 
mong a croud of finners, to give up our ſpirits into the 
hands of God? I apprehend death wonld be the king of 
z2rrors to all ſorts of perſons, in that ſituation. He would 
be an unwelcome meſſenger: to all employed on the race 
courſe at that time. And ſhall we Teen upon un excr- 


ciſe that we dare not face death in? Shall we harden 


ourſelves to ſuch a degree, as to venture our life and our 


{foul in a practice, which we would not die in tor-a thouſ- 


and worlds? Depend on it, what I have. now advanced, 
on this part of the ſubject, is according to the.law and the 
teſtimony. It is according to the. declaration of thouſ- 
ands, who have been living witneſſes of the power of God 
to ſave. 

I ſhall now, in the laſt place, anſwer ſome objections 
which are made againſt what I have advanced. 

Obj. 1. God has made theſe creatures for our plea- 
« ſure and amuſement, as well as to labour; and therefore 
« there can be no crime in running them againſt each o- 
e ther on the courſe.” It is granted, that God gives us 
many things in life for our pleaſure and amuſement ; but 
he always ſets bownds to what he allows. We find pleaſure 
in eating and drinking. We are pleaſed and delighted with 
the works of nature and providence. We cannot juſtly 
infer from this, that running horſes againſt each other, in 
the manner races are now conducted, is according to God. 
We are not to ab/e his creatures for our pleaſure. We are 


not to amuſe ourſelves by collecting ſuch crouds of people 


together, 70 vielate the laws of God and man, as is the caſe 
1 Where races are held. 
Obj. 2. 
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Obj. 2. « Perſons cannot always labour without ſome 


« relaxation. It is neceſſary to have ſome recreation at 


“ certain intervals. The races afford us opportunity to 


« accompliſh both theſe ends.” [It is granted that rela- 
xation from labour or ſtudy is neceſſary ; but if cannot be 


. allowed that the races anſwer this end to molt perſons that 


attend them. Many come miles from the country, ro be 
preſent on theſe occaſions. When they have returned to 
their families, after the fatigues of the journey and attend- 
ing the horſe courſe, they are abundantly more ⁊ueuried than 
they would have been, iu their daily labour: and even 
thoſe who live in the places where the races are held, by 
haraſſing about on the courſe, 8c. they return to their 
families very much fatigued. Beſides, if we allow them 
to be a relaxation, they only anſwer this end a few days 
ib a year. We need relaxation every day, and f, have 
it, or nature would ſiak under her burden; but I appre- 
hend, to attend races every day, would toon become a bur- 
then; intolerable to bear. 

It is not worthy of the name of recreation, when it is 


| properly conſidered. The abule of the good creatures of 
God which is manifeſt, the ſcenes of iniquity which are 


practiſed on every ſide, the temptations to which we are 
expolcd in ſuch a ſituation, the fatigues attending this ex- 
erciſe, with the loſs of time and waſting of our money, 
(which ought to be applied to other purpoles) is poor re- 
creation, when weighed in the balance of ſound reaſon, 


It is ſuch recreation, as ends in gilt and 4Joppointment. 


In the midſt of this {port; the heart is Frequently fad. 

Obj. 3. Many advantages are brought to the places 
4s where races are held.” But ars there not more diſad- 
vantages attending them? The publicans, and notorious 
ſinners of many deſcriptions may reap much temporal gain 
on theſe oecaſions, but what gain do maſters and parerits 
reap while their children and ſervants neglect their duty, 
to attend the races? Many are the evils that attend ſuch. 
a concourſe of people collecting together at theſe times. 
They cannot be. outweighed, by advantages which id 
viduals receive. None can compute the loſs that is ſuſtain- 
ed, by buſineſs being neglected, money fooliſhly ſquan- 
dered away, accidents which happen, miſchief that is done 
| by 
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20 
by wicked and unreaſonable men, and a number of other 
things too tedious to enumerate. 
Obj. 4. Gentlemen of fortune and education, are the 
chief promoters of theſe. exerciſes. The clergy of the 
eſtabliſhed religion, and miniſters of different denominati- 


ons, attend, Can it be /uppoſed, that theſe men would coun- 


tenance any thing that is Arictly evil?“ But can it be ſup- 
poſed that gentlemen who promote horſe races, are doing 
this under the influence of the ſpirit of God, and from a 


deſire to promote his glory? Are not many of them openly 


and notoriouſly profane in their converſation ? Do they 


not, in the ſenſe of the ſcriptures, hue without hope, ane 


zoithaut God in the world ? Are they not aiming at pelaſure 

or advantage, in what they do? Is it not evident that Gd 
and religion are out of their minds, when they deviſe and 
attend the races? 


Horſe: races are, it is true, ſanctifed by the preſence of 


many, zhat are called the miniſters of Chriſt, Theſe gen- 


tlemen lead their flocks, by their doctrine and example, 


to attend. They will publickly declare, there is no harm 
in being preſent at the races. And to ſhow. hey believe 
what they teach, they are among the firſt that aſſemble on 


theſe occaſions. But can we ſuppoſe, that the /þ:-:t of. 


Chriſt, which converts the heart, and gives ability to 
preach the goſpel, ſhould lead the men whom he inſpires 
to attend a horſe race? Are miniſters acting under þ:s gi - 
ance, when they go forth with a croud, net to warn them 
zo flee from the wvrath to come, but to ſtrengthen their hands 
in iniquity ? Are they not, by their conduct, going in the 
face of the ſcriptures, and expoſing themſelves and their 


flocks, tothe wolf that ſecks to devour ? Is there not ev. 


as well as the appearance of it, in their conduct? Do they 
not grieve the minds of thoſe who follow God in fincerity, 
and diſcover a want of piety and ſelf-denial, which ought 


to diſtinguiſh them from other men? They offend thoſe, 
fer whom Chrift died; they embolden thoſe who are 


doubtful, to ſtretch out their hand to evil; they debaſe 
their character; they ſin againſt God in their attending, 
and expoſe themſelves and their f:c#s to perdition. Should 
they die without repentance, they will have their own and 
the blood of others to anſwer for before God While they 
ipeak ſmooth things, and countenance evil by their 

| example, 
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example, it cannot be ſuppoſed, they are acting conſiſtent 
with their character; but are doing work for the prince 
of darkncſs, while they profeſs themſelves the diſciples 
and followcrs of the prince of life and glory. 

Ob. sth. „If we do not commit any fin ourſelves, but 


muſt attend while the horſes run, and then return to our 


tamilies, there can be no harm in this.“ You may ima- 
gine that your conſcience is void of offence, if you go 
thus far, and no farther. You ſay the races would be 
run whether we attend or not. The ſame iniquity would 
be accompliſhed—And ſince this is the caſe, why is my 


liberty judged by anther man's conſcience? There appears 


ſomething planſible in this. But when we conſider, if 
ſinners entice, we are not ſo much as to conſent to go with 
them, where they commit their ſin ; becauſe our looking 


on, and being with them, is, in the ſenſe of the ſcriptures, 
partaking in their crimes. It is holding fellowſhip with the 


workers of darkneſs, We are commanded to turn our eyes 


From beholding vanity. But when we attend a horſe race, 


we go into the very face of almoſt every kind of vanity, 
and behold it with too much reſpect and approbation. 

It is certain, a few chriſtians keeping back from races 
will not exterminate them; but their dmg this, may 
zwcaken the cauſe of the adverſary, Many may be reſtrain- 
ed by our authority; ſome by our example; and a mul- 
titude by our advice. It is both a connmiving at, and'a 
countenancing ſin, No man can be innocent before God, 


Who ventures boldly againſt the ſcriptures of truth; the 


advice and example of the apoſtles and others; and againit 


the light of his own conſcience. | | 


My dear brethren, let the time paſt ſuffice, wherein we 
have run wih the many, in what cannot be juſtified before 
God. Let us now, while we have oppertunity, lay aſde 
every weight, and the ſin that moſt eaſily beſets us, and let us 
run with patience the race which Jeſis Chriſt hath ſet before 
v5, To do this, let us humble ourſelves before God, for 
our paſt offences; renouncing our fins ; our conformi- 


ty to the world; our lukewarmneſs and phariſaical 


righteouſneſs; and let us plead from cu heart, for mercy 
and ſalvation in the Lord Jeſus, Let us fly by faith.to 


to him, 20% 7s the new and living way, and let us believe 


in hope, againſt hope, till we feel redemption in his blond, the - 
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forgiveneſs of fins. Let us never reſt, till we have a clear 
ſenſe of our acceptance with God; the pirit bearing wit- 
neſs with our ſpirits that wwe are the children Ged. Then, 
forgelting the things which are behind, let us reach to thoſe 
things which are before ; lot us preſs toward the mark, fer the 


prize of our high calling of God in Chrift Feſus. If we do 


this, we ſhall never fall; but loking to Jeſus the author, 


rill he become the finiſher of cur faith, in due time an abun- 
dante entrance ſhall be adminiſtered to tus into the kingdom of 
God, where we ſhall receive gory, honour, immortality, and 
eternal life. God grant that each of us may /e run in the 
chriſtian race as to obtain theſe things; that we may all be 


happy and bleſſed, in bis preſence for ever—Amen. 


I hall juſt ſubjoin, a few brief obſervations on HUNT- 


ING, as it is 2 ſubject of the ſame nature; and then finiſh 
this diſcourſe. 


1. It encourages the preſervation of creatures that 


are deſtructive to the intereſt of the farmer. In many 


places hares, partridges, pheaſants, & c. are ſo numerous, 
that a great deal of corn is conſumed to ſupport them. 
And it is well known the miſchief foxes do, where they 


are ſuffered to. continue unmoleſted. Many farmers 


have their corn devoured: in the field, and their poultry , 
ſtolen out of their houſes, and yet the thieves are not to 


de diſturbed: Heavy fines are extorted from the farmer 


that breeds and nouriſnes many of theſe creatures, if he 
be found deſtroying them. Some landholders threaten 
their tenants with immediate expulſion, if they dare to 
kill a fox, though they may ſee him dragging their fowls. 
to his den, | 
2. The dogs that are kept for the purpoſe of hunting, with 
the horſes and men employed by different gentlemen, 
amount to a very conſiderable ſum every year. Ought 
not this money to be better employed? Will gentlemen 
that ſquander away their property this way, and neglect 
the poor, and charitable inſtitutions, be found blameleſs be- 
fore God in the day of accounts ? Will they not rather 
be found among thoſe, that waſte their Lord's treaſure, 
and be condemned accordingly ? 
3. Where a gentleman chooſes to hunt in many 1 
8 
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| his will becomes law. Fitty or a hundred horſemen, 
| with a number on foot, break hedges; leave open gates; 
frighten cattle to do themſelves an injury, or fly for re- 
fuge into a neighbour's field; tread down corn, when 
| it is promiſing to reward the toil of the huſbandman 
theſe with a number of other evils are manifeſt, when 
gentlemen follow the horn to the chaſe. 
4. Many accidents frequently happen. Horſes and 
a men are wounded or killed. Foot people run till they 
are in 2 bath of faeat, and then cooling too faſt bring 
on diſordere, which often terminate in lingering pain, or 
death. | 
5. Many retire from the chaſe to eat and drink with the 
—+». drunkard. The night is ſpent in carding and wickedneſs, 
Horrid blaſphemies are heard in the field in the day time, 
and a number of vices are pradtiſed in the night ſeaſon. ; 
F It is poſſible for a man to purſue the chaſe, and retire with 5 
out being guilty of any notorious evil, yet when he conſi- 


. 


4 ders the con{equences that are connected with this buſineſs, 5 
4 he will ſee it unlawful to countenance, what is diſnonour- | 
s able in the ſight of God, and exceedingly hurtful to our 4 

neighbour. | 
4 There is ſomething very irrational in it. To ſee ſuch na \. 
| multitude purſuing an cent hare, or a guilty fox, is a- 

4 fgreeable to the nature of the dogs, but it ſhows a man in 

5 2 debaſed humiliating ſlate, when he ſo far renounces his 

0 reaſon, to mingle with the dogs in the cry and in the chaſe. ; 
ny Waſting ſo much precious time, which ought to be 1 
"+ better employed; doing to the farmer, in breaking his 

. hedpes, treading down his corn, &c. as we would not be 

done by; with every other circumſtance attending the 
th chaſe both to ourſelves and others, is ſufficient to convince 
_ us that it is not lawful before God. |} 
* May the God whom we profeſs to Bonour and love, 4 
* give us ſuch a renewal of heart, that we may delight in 
\& him, and in his ways; and may we find eternal things 
> ſo powerfully impreſſed on our minds, that theſe things 
r may never attract our attention. May we ſtand at a d%½ 
=: tance from every thing that would diſhonour the name 
of our God, hinder our own peace, grieve our brethren, 

es, hurt our neighbours, or open the mouths of fingers to 
bis Fee 
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Tevile our religion; and may we ſo walk and live con- 


tinually, that God may be glorified in all we ſpeak and 
do, and we eternally ſaved! | 
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OBSERVATIONS 
PLAYINGatCARD Ss. 


Am not ſure who was the firſt inventer of cards. It 

appears he had ſome particular acquaintance with the 
nature of man, in his corrupt ſtate. He ſaw what would 
engroſs his attention, and help him to waſte his preci- 
ous moments. The author has diſcovered ſome ingenu- 


ity in the conſtruction of them; the different marks they 


bear; with the names he has given them. Hearts, Dia- 
monds, Clubs, and Spades, are the names by which the 
different cards are known from each other. Theſe are 
diverſified in figure and number. The buſineſs of the 
player is, to ſhuffle theſe in his hand, cut one part of 
the pack from the other, and then deal out a certain num- 
ber to every perſon that is engaged in the game. Laws 
are eſtabliſhed, by which the parties know which card 
in the different games is more valuable than the reſt. 
The perſon that has ſtudied this buſineſs fully, and made 
himſelf maſter of all its parts, is conſidered as a cham- 
pion in this art. But a man poſſeſſed of proper views 
into the powers and faculties of a human ſoul may aſk, 
what advantage can be derived to any rational creature by 
this exerciſe ? Does it enlarge the underſtanding, which is 
capable of habitual improvement, or anſwer any valuable 


end, in ennobling any faculty of the mind? Does a man 


obtain any wſeful knowledge by the hours he ſpends at 
cards? Do, they make him a better man or a better 
chriſtian ? Are there advantages attending them to his 
buſineſs, his family, or himſelf ? If there be no advantages 
to be had in playing at cards, what end is propoſed in this 
exerciſe ? My intention in theſe pages is, to conſider the 
ſubject with candowr ang impartiality ; and to ſhow how 
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unworthy they are of the attention of a man he wiſhes 
to ſave his ſoul. 
I. It is not reaſonable for a chriſtian to ſpend his time 
in ſuch fooliſhneſs. Many lay aſide buſineſs of importance 
and ſpend hours in this exerciſe, that they ought to ſpend 
in their labour. Others flock together after the ſervice 
of the day is ended, and waſte the night at the cards.— 
But many perſons of independent fortune, conſider them- 
ſelves fully at liberty to uſe them, becauſe they have 
n2 temporal buſineſs to engage in. An excellent author, 
referring to perſons of this character, expreſſes himſelf in 
the following manner: We hope there is no harm in 
© taking an innocent game at cards, reply a ridiculous par- 
> © ty of ſuperanuated-Jadies: gain is not our aim: we only 
© play to kill time. You are not ſo well employed as the 
© fooliſh heathen emperor, who amuſed himſelt in killing 
© troubleſome flies and weariſome time together, The de- 
© lipht of rational creatures, much more of chriſtians on 
© the brink of the grave, is to redeem, improve, and ſo- 
c lidly enjoy time. But yours, alas! in the baſe irrepara- 
© ble loſs of the invaluable treaſure. Oh! what ac- 
© count will you give of the hours you neglect, and the ta- 
© lents you bury,” 

And ſhall we kill each day ? if trifling kill, 

Sure vice muſt butcher : Oh! what heaps of lain 

Call out for vengeance on us! time deſtroyed, 

Is ſuicide, when more than blood is ſpilt. 


» 


YounG. 

It is amazing how perſons who pretend to rationality, 
ſhould talk of 4i//ing time and that they ſhould enter up- 
on this ridiculous method of deſtroying it. There are a 
thouſand uſeful things to be known, which multitudes are 
ignorant of, who ſpend their time at the cards, without 
neglecting any buſineſs, If their fortunes have raiſed 
them above labour, and their time is their own, ought they 
not to lay out this talent in acquiring uſeful knowledge, 
in various branches of literature ? Is it not diſhonourable 
to their characters to be ignorant in civil and eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtory; in philoſophy and aſtronomy ; in geography, &c. 
but more eſpecially in natural and revealed religion ? 
While they know neither the nature nor the deſign of true 
D : chriſtianity ; 
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chriſtianity z nor have any particular knowledge of them- 
ſelves, and the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt, whom he 
has. ſent, with other things of the greateſt importance 
connefted with theſe ſubjects; they are acting exceedingly 
out of character, to waſte at the card-table, the precious 
moments, that might be fo advantageouſly improved; and 
it is madneſs of folly for young people, whoſe time is prin- 
cipally taken up in labour, to waſte a moment in gaming, 
that'is ſo neceſſary for them to improve, for their temporal 
and eternal advantage. | 
Many young perſons of both ſexes are expert at the 
cards, but are ignorant of every thing that might be of 
ſervice to them. Thouſands of them cannot tell you one 
letter from another in the alphabet; others of them put 
you upon the rack, while they read the plaineſt and eaſieſt 
pſalm in the Bible. Writing and arithmetic are not 
known by many of this character; and thoſe who have 
ſome little knowledge of theſe, are incapable of diſcourſ- 
ing with you on the moſt neceſſary parts of hiſtory and 
philoſophy. Now would it not be much more commend- 
able for theſe perſons, to lay aſide the cards, and enter up- 
on the ſtudy and practice of thoſe things which are neceſ- 
fary for their welfare and happineſs in life? Ought they 
not to improve the hours they can {pare in matters of the 
greateſt i importance to their character a: Engliſhmen : Is it 
not a reproach to our youth, bleſſæd with tuch fine natu- 
ral parts, to find them ſo ignorant in every thing that con- 
cerns their future advantage? 

If half of the time that ĩs waſted in idleneſs and 2: the ITY 
or other fooliſh amuſements, was ſpent according to the 
plan I allude to, we ſhould find perſons i in every {tation in 
life, capable of converſing with us, on ſubjects that are 
entertaining and uſeful. For God's /ake, my young friends, 
far the ſake of your cwvn happineſs and peace, as well as 
for the honour of your character, lay aſide trifling and 
gaming, and now while you have time and opportunity, 
apply yourſelves in your leiſure hours, to thoſe exerciſes, 
that will improve your minds, and mend your hearts. 

When we conſider ourſelves as creatures capable of 
knowing and loving (God; of being made wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion by the Lord Jeſus ; what a holy emulation ſhould 
tre our breaſts, to know the things which make for our 
peace 


peace as ſoon as poſlible ! " thing in religion is great 
and glorious ; all the paſſages in the ſcripture that con- 
cern our ſalyation, areof the laſt importance; the key of 
knowledge is given to us in our own language : God will 
open the ſcriptures to us, and our underſtandings to com- 
provent their meaning, it we {cek wiſdom at his gracious 

and. | 

From this bleſſed book, and from others written on the 
moſt neceſfary doctrines of the Goſpel, we may learn 
what we are by nature and practice; how helpleſs and 
wretched we are in our preſent ſtate before God; the ne- 
ceſſity we are under of applying to Chriſt for pardon and 
ſanctification. We ſhall know on what terms the Lord 
receives returning ſinners ; how to apply in the name of 
Jeſus to the Throne of Grace, to plead the promiſes which 
are yea and amen in him; how we may belicve in him, 
and love one another; how we may exerciſe ourſelves to 
godlinefs, to have a conſcience void of offence to God and 
man. In a word, how we may g/orify God, in our bodies 
end ſpirits which are his ; and be found in Chrift without ſpot 
and blameleſs, when we are called out of this world. | 

It is not the labouring poor that are ignorant of theſe 
things only, but many in advanced tations in life. Many 
that have lived a number of years in the world in affluent 
circumſtances, have ſpent their time ſo fooliſnly that they 
cannot anſwer the plaineſt queſtions in hiſtory, philoſophy, 
or divinity. Moſt of their time has been ſpent in eating, 
drinking, dreſſing, and riſing up to play. The cards have 
had a great fare in the precious hours which they have 
waſted befoze God; and for which they will ſeon have 
to give an awful account. 

Have ſuperannuated ladies and gentlemen nothing elſe to 
do, than to waſte or kill their time at a card table, or in 
any other exerciſe equally ridiculous ? Many of them 
have ſeen threeſcore years in the world —they are with- 
in a ſtep of death. It is to be feared, the greateſt part of 
them are found in their ſin and in their blood. They 
never ſeriouſly ſought (and therefore cannot have found) 
Peace with God, through our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Their 
heart is yet unchanged. They have no true ideas of the 
new birth unto righteouſneſs, which is neceſſary to prepare 
the foul for the kingdom of heaven. 

D 2 And 
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And yet in this q plorable Aves cry ont, a little more 
fleep a little more flumber ; a little more folding of the hands 
together to fleep. Perſons in advanced age, ought im- 
mediately to lay aſide every weight, fand their beſetting 
fin. They ought to turn to God and ſeek full ſalvation 
in Chriſt Jeſus, while the lamp of life continues to burn. 
It is the one thing needful. They ought to make it their 
duſineſs, to ſecure redemption in the blood of Jeſus, and 
holineſs of heart before God, as ſoon as poſſible. No 
perſon in any {tation of life, has time to waſte at the 
cards, We have 7o work out our own ſalvation with 
fear and trembling, while God is working in us by his holy 
ſpirit to awill and to do of his good pleaſure. We may all 
adopt the following lines of the poet for our own : 
No room for mirth or triflifg here, 
For worldly hope or worldly fear, \ 
If life ſo ſoon is gone; 
If now the judge is at the door, 
And all mankind muſt ſtand before 
Th' inexorable throne, 
2. At the cards, and other games of the ſame nature, 
many evil principles are encouraged and ſtrengthened in 
our ſouls. This is a ſoil which nouriſhes and feeds them 
exceedingly. To inſtance in a few of them. Pride, that 
Helliſb principle, which is ſo contrary to God and our hap- 
pineſs, grows rapidly in this garden. When a man has 
acquired ſkill in the games that are played, above his 
fellows, he is greatly delighted with his ſuperior under- 
Kanding. If he find ſucceſs attends his efforts, and he 
can outwit his fellows, he is greatly exalted in his ex- 
cellence. His companions uſe every mean in their power 
to be equal to him, and are exceedingly mortified in their 
diſappointment. This principle will ſhow itſelf in all 
claſles of gameſters. The more it is encouraged, the more 
it proſpers in-the ſoul. Covetouſneſs is ſo hateful an evil, 
that moſt renounce it in profeſſion. This evil may not be 
predominate in many that attend the card table. Swyper- 
anuated ladies and others, whoſe chief end in playing zs zo | 
kill time, may think themſelves free of it. But every 
impartial obſcrver mnſt ſee, that this evil prevails 
in moſt gameſters. It induces thouſands to enter on this 
| | exerciſe. 
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exerciſe, It diſcovers itſelf in all their conduct. The 
ſteps they take while exerciſed in the game, with the joy 
or ſorrow that is viſible in their countenance, according to 
the ſucceſs they have, juſtifies my aſſertion. Envy, evil- 
turmfiing, diſcontent, impatience, anger, &c. &c. are all 
encouraged here, Does not he who loſes, envy the ſuc- 
ceſs of the man that is benefited by his loſs ? Though his 
companions act uprightly according to the rules of the 
game, yet does he not ſurmiſe they have cheated him ? 
If a train of loſſes follow each other, does he not maniteſt 
his diſcontent in lively colours to all his companions 7 
Does he not loſe the government of himſelf, and make all 
in his preſence unhappy, by his impatience ? Anger boils 
up in his heart, and leads him to ſpeak unadviſedly with 
his lips. | 

It is the duty of every chriſtian to put off the old man 
with his deeds; to ſeek the deſtruction of every temper 
that militates againft our happineſs. Whatever would 
ſtrengthen the evils of our heart ſhould be carefully avoid - 
ed. And whatever would - weaken their influence and 
Baſten their deſtruftion, ſhould be attended to with the 
greateſt care. It is evident that every ſpecies of gaming, 
and cards in particular, prevent that ſanctification of heart, 
which the ſcriptures declare, is abſolutely neceſſary for 


our ſalvation; and greatly encourages every princi- 


ple, that fits the foul for eternal deſtruction. Since this 
is evidently the caſe, no man ought to call cards an inno- 
cent diverſion. They walte our precious moments, that 
ought to be improved in acquiring uſeful knowledge, and 
they lead us 7n/en/ibly, farther and farther from God as 
they are continued; haſtening the ruin and miſery of body 
and ſoul for ever. 

3. It is hardly poffible to continue in this exerciſe with- 
out actual ſin. Cheating is a vice that is almoſt inſepar- 
able from the card table. It is become ſo common, that 
the evil of it does not ride us, as it ought to do. Perſons 
of character and fortune, will give place to ba/e and Ana- 
- wiſh tricks, to over-reach each other. It is hardly 
poſſible to cheat without ditcovering ſome appearance of 
it to others. This leads the parties that ſuppoſe them- 
telves injured, to complain. The guilty, to /creer their 
LESTER D 3 villany 
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villainy, deny point- blank Vn they have done. A 
thouſand lies are called in to cover their wickedneſs, from 
their brethren in iniquity. If the injured party be hard 
to convince, /o/emn appeals to God, and folemr oaths are 
brought in, to confirm their falſe teſtimony. Some will 
with their ſouls damned to hell, or that the Devil may fetch 
them in a moment, if they have ated contrary to upright- 
neſs ; while their conſcience witneſſes againſt them. To 
theſe vices, others are frequently added: drunnkeneſs of- 
ten crowns the whole. be IK 

If ſeveral things which I have named, are not appli- 
cable to ſome parties of gentlemen, and if ladies in general 
can acquit themſelves of the moſt weighty of theſe 
charges, they will probably find, on ſtrict examination, 
that cheating and lying are not altogether baniſhed from 
their company. H many or all of theſe vices are connec- 
ted with playing at cards, how can any perſbn who values 
his own falvation, and the happineſs of others, coun- 
tenance them? Should we not renounce them with iadig- 
nation, reſolving by the grace of God, to have nothing to 
do with them in the future? The very poſſibility of being 
drawn into fin by them, ſhould lead us to avoid them 
with the greateſt care. Our example and advice may 
Prevail with. others, to have nothing farther to. do with 
them. | 5 TP 

4. Befides the evils I have named, they often introduce 
unwary youth into ſuch. company as they ought ever to. 
avoid. Perſons of advanced age have often been ſwind- 
Jed out of their money, by going too near a company of 


marpers. The diabolical ſteps which theſe men purſue, 


merit the diſpleaſure of God to a very high degree, and 
ought zo be puniſhed by the judge as much as felony. When 
once a ſpirit for gaming is created in the heart, it is dif- 
ficult to quench it. The more men give themſelves up 


. to it, the more the deſire increaſes. It has led many to 
forget their God, and to-caſt off all. pretenſions to religi- 


on. They have hardened: themſelves in their wickedneſs 
to ſuch a degree, as even.to ſpend the ſabbath in gaming, 
inſtead of worſhipping the Almighty. Many have waſted 
their fortunes, loſt their character, been forced to live as 
wugatives. and, vagabonds in the world; and have been 

5 driven 
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driven, by the force of temptation 5 the wickedneſs of their 

heart, to rob on the highway, and ended their days on a 

gallows by gaming. Let none plead mocent, who allow 
themſelves to kill time this way; but rather determine by 

'the grace of God to own their folly, renounce their cards, 

and every ſpecies of gamingy and feek mercy for their 

ſouls, while mercy may be found, 

I know many reaſons are given by different perſons 
to countenance what they love, but as I faid of horſe races, 
fo I will venture to affirm of gaming; It we cannot ap- 
peal to God, that we ſeek his glory in it; it we cannot 
in ſecret, in our families, and in public, plead for a bleſſ- 
ing on the cards, &c; if we would not meet death in 

* - * theſe exerciſes, they cannot be lawful. Whoever pleads 
for them, pleads againſt his ou conſcience, and againſt his 
God. | 

Let us value our fouls in future, and never by any means 
neglect our great ſalvation. Let us buy up the ſeaſons o- 
thers ſpend fooliſhly, to ſeek after uſeful knowledge: a- 
bove ail, to ſeek an evangelical knowledge of our accept- 
ance with God, in the Lord Jeſus. Then our hearts will 
ſpurn every thing that would lead us from him. We ſhall 
have no fellowſhip with the works of darkneſs, but ſhall 
reprove others for giving place to them. We ſhall warn 
them of their danger, and call on them in the name of our 
divine maſter, to repent, and turn to God, doing works meet for 
repentance. We ſhall have true happineſs in wiſdom's 
ways. While we live to God, our conſcience will be kept 
void of offence to him, and to all. We ſhall be ready to 
accompliſh every good word and work, which are requir- 
ed at our hands. God will help us to live, as /ights in the 

world; as a city/et on a bill, which cannot be hid. We ſhall 
ornament our chriſtian profeſſion, and living a few days 
here to promote the glory of our heavenly Father, we ſhall 
be glorified in his preſence eternally, 

May the bleſſed Spirit of God convert all our hearts to 
true religion! May he change us into the image of God, 
from glory to glory continually | And may we all be found 

in affliction and death, with oil in our veſſels, with our lamps 
burning, that we may enter with the bridegroom of onr 
ſouls, to the great marriage ſupper he has prepared, and 
ſing praiſes in bis preſence forever 
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T often happens when our mind is baſed in favour of 
any thing, it is hard to convince us of the evil of it; 
though it may appear particularly fo to every unprejudiced 
perſon. . Attending play-koulſes, is confidered by the moff 
pious chriſtians of all denominations, as exceedingly contrary 
to the goſpel of Chriſt. Yet there are many who declare 
themſelves to be the followers of the Son of God, who 
plead for this liberty; and whether the goſpe/ or their mi- 
niſters grant it or not, they are reſolved upon going. This 
has induced me to examine the ſubject at this time, and 
led me to appeal to every man's conſcience in the ſight of 
God, how far it is lawful to attend ſuch places. - 

1. Many of the plays which are acted, are evidently cal- 
culated, to /ap the foundation of natural and revealed religi- 
on. 'There are many excellent tragedies, written by 
Shakeſpear and others. Many of them are taken from 
real life. Nothing but the colouring is fictitious. Theſe 
are inſtructing and affecting. Many have read them, not 
only innocently, but to their advantage. But theſe may be 
read in private or with a few /eleft friends, without eroud- 
ing the play-houſe. When any of theſe are acted public- 
ly, they are generally followed by a farce, which is emi- 
nently deſigned, to eradicate every virtuous principle from 
the human heart. After an audience has been diſſolved 
in tears, by a real hiſtory under affecting colours, their 
minds are led to ſomething ridiculous. Many of theſe pieces 


are exceedingly obſcene. No modeſt perſon of either ſex, 


can hear them without bluſhing. If the ſame things were 


Cid to them alone, they would be alarmed; and fy from 
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the perſon that dared to inſult their modeſty. But by 
mingling with the croud they drink in the helliſn poiſon, 
and are pleaſed under their deadly wounds. 

What are Comedies, but pieces particularly deſigned to 
corrupt the heart, and lead us to perdition? Is not religion 
with its ſincere followers burleſqued; fin mocked at; and a 
number of things recommended, which are dangerous to 
think on? Are not different ſchemes artfully ſet before the 
liſtening throng, to bind them falter to the god of this world, 
and make them more faithful in his ſervice? Do not many 
practiſe what has bcen advanced, to the deſtruction of both 
body and foul ? It would be ealy to ſelect paſſages from 
the comdics which are publiſhed, to juſtity what I aſſert. 
But they are ſo far from being worthy of our notice, that 
it would be to the honour of chriſtianity, to have them baniſh. 
ed from theſe nations, which bear the name of Chriſt. 

2. They are ated by perſons of the worſt of characters. 
There may be ſome exceptions. In large cities, there may 
be perſons on the ſtage, who are not loſt to every thing 
that is ſacred. They may abhor a number of crimes 
which others give place to. But are rhe beſt of them, up- 
right followers of the Lord Jeſus? Is it not evident, that 
they ſow the ſeed of eternal death wherever they publicly 


act? If miniſters are Ambaſſadors for God, they are Am- 


baſſadors for the prince of darkneſs. The meaſures they 
adopt, and the ſteps they take, are calculated to baniih 
true religion from all that attend their miniſtrations. And 
if this be the caſe with thoſe that are the moſt reſpectable, 
what are theſe ſtrolling players, but the baſeſt of men, 
and the worſt of women connected together ? 'They may 
be ſaid (without a bold metaphor being unſuitably appli- 
ed,) to be the effjcouring of all things. They are fre- 
quently guilty of a number of vices, in the places where 
they go. Many of the men have been detected in crimes, 
that are puniſhed by the judge; while the women vilely 
entangle a number of promiſing youths, in their moſt 
deadly ſnare. Such a train of fins are connected with 
them, that it would be to the honour of the magiſtrate to 
prevent their pernicious influence. Is it poſſible to counte- 
nance them in their wickedneſs, and be innocent before 
God? Can we pretend to follow the Lord Jeſus in the re- 

gene- 


generation, and at the ſame time help forward the cauſe 
of men of this character? If we value our own character, 
we oupht to ſtand at a diſtance from them, and neither 
help nor countenance them, in any reſpect. We ſhould 
plead with God to remove them, as fervently as we 
thould plead for the removal of the plague, if it were 
deſtroying on the right hand and on the left. It becomes 
us to take every ſtep in our power, to repreſs this train of 
evils, if we regard our own, and the happineſs of others. 
3. If we conſider the perſons that attend, we ſhall find 
freſh motives to keep from their company. We find 
a convention of ſinners of all ages and characters, met 
for the /ole purpeſe of diverting themſelves by ſomething 
that ſhall be ated. God is not in all their thoughts. 
Jeſus Chriſt is not reverenced, but his blood is trod un- 
derfoot by them. 'The ſpirit of holineſs is deſpiſed and 
rejected. Every thing that is light and trifling is accep- 
table to this company. If inſtead of the actors, a mini/ter 
of Fefuus Chrift ſhould draw aſide the curtain, ſtep for- 
ward, and propoſe to teach them tg good and the right way ; 
would not a ſhameful indignation riſe in every heart ? 
Would not loud murmiyrs be heard from every quarter? 
Inſtead of admitting him to go forward, would they not 
ſay, it is not this man, but Barabbas we want? They 
would infinitely prefer a robber, (as many playactors are) 
who would ſhow them the way to deſtruction, than the 
beſt preacher in the world, who ſhould attempt to preach 
Chriſt to them, who is the 2uay, the truth and the life. Are 
we not joining the wicked, and giving them the right 
hand of fellowſhip, if we go with them to the worſhip of 
Baal? Our example ſtrengthens the hands of the fearful, 
and our conduct amazingly hurts the cauſe of Chriſt. If 
we could engage perſons of every character to hear the 
goſpel, they might be caught in its net; and by yielding 
to the Lord Jefus, be made happy partakers of the grace 
of life. It would be poſſible to aſſemble with them to 
the glory of God, and our on ſalvation. But if we go 
on forbidden ground, and mingle with the zuort of bnners 
in an exerciſe that is offencive to God; we are in the utmoſt 
danger of periſhing with them in their iniquities. Noth- 
ing can prevent our ruin, but coming out from among ps 
e113 
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being ſeparate; determining not to touch their unclean things 
and ſeeking pardon and ſalvation at the hands of God, b 
the faith of Chriſt. It we do not ſubmit to this, deſtructi- 
on from God will overtake us. We ſhall be caſt off from 
his preſence for ever. 

4. The money that is fooliſhly ſpent, and the time that 
is waſted on theſe occaſions, are talents we ſhall have to be 
accountable for, in the great day of judgement. We have 
theſe favours lent to us by a gracious God, who charges 
us to occupy till he come. Every farthing of our money, 
and every moment of our time, ought to be ſpent according 
to his appointment. If we are bleſſed with more of the 
good things of life, than ſupply the wants of our families, 
we are commanded to feed the hungry, cloth the naked, ec. 
If we have more hours than are neceſſary to ſpend in labour, 
and in refreſhing nature according to the appointment of 
God, we have public and private devotions marked out for 
us. We arelikewiſe to viſit the fick ond the that are in pri- 
ſon, giving them ſuch advice and temporal aid, as our 
ability admits of. Naw is it poſſible for a mau to waſte 
his time and his money at a play-houſe, and be accom- 
liſhing theſe bleſſed ends? Is he not wwronging the poor 
and afflicted, as well as his own ſoul? Will he not have a 
dreadful account to give before God, when he ſtands in 
the judgment; unleſs repentance take place before death 
cloſe his eyes? If there were no other evil than this, it will 
be ſufficient to baniſh us from the preſence of the Lord, 
and from the glory of his power for ever. 

Many perſons attend plays, that cannot do it without 
wronging their creditors or their families. Perhaps an ho- 
neſt tradeſman is wronged of his due, and brought into dif 

treſs by your prodigality z or your family is ſuffering for 

want of the money you fooliſhly waſte in diverſions. You 
cannot afford to give any thing to ſupport the goſpel, or 
to help forward any charity; but you can ſpare 222 or three 
times the ſum, (which might be expected in charity from 
your circamſtances)in grfatitying a principle that ought to 
be deſtroyed. 

5. Attending at the theatre, has an amazing influence on 
the heart and life. The god impreſſions we received in 

our childhood and youth, are often eſfaced. Tae cemorſe 
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and conviction we experienced, by the inſtructions of our 
parents or hearing the goſpel, are baniſhed from our heart. 
We ſay to God, depart from us, 2 defire not the knowledge 
of thy ways. We jay to conviction and remorſe, go your 
way for the preſent, when I have a more favourable opportuni- 
ty, I will fend for you. Many objects engroſs our affecti- 
ous, and lead our hearts far from God. While we are 
in this ſtate, we ſhun the company of miners or chriſtiant, 
who would warn us of our danger, and help us to eſcape 
out of the ſnare of the devil. We meet with companions 
according to our deſire, and ſtrengthen each others hands 
in wickedneſs. This is a moſt deplorable ſtate. Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked ſhall not go umpuniſbed. He that 
hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly periſh, and that without re- 
medy. The poſſibility of thele things attending the play- 
houſe, ſhould induce us 79 eſcape for our life to the God 
of our mercies, that when ſinners intice, we may have po- 
wer to withſtand. Let us ever remember, if death ſhould 
find us there, nothing but a miracle of grace could ſave 
us. And we have no reaſon to hope, that /uch a mi- 
racle would be wrought on us, as we have ſo long rejected 
the council of God againſt ourſelves. | 

6. It is dangerous for weak perſons to attend. If they pay 
any regard to their health, they ought never to come near 
a play-houſe. The heat of the place, occaſioned by the 
crowds that attend; the hours they are confined in ſuch 
a wretched ſituation ; and the damp night air in their re- 
turn, all combine to haſten their diſſolution. Many whoſe 
health was remarkably good, have found ſuch effects 
from the cauſes I have named, as have terminated in 
affliction and death. If we regard the welfare of our 
body or ſoul ; if we ſtudy our happineſs here or hereafter ; 
we ſhall determine by the grace of God, neither to touch 
nor zaſte in any degree, what is attended with ſuch pernici- 
ous conſequences. 

We ſhall buy up our time for the beſt of purpoſes, de- 
termining, if we live, to li ve only to God. 

Let us fix it in our heart, never to give place for a mo- 
ment to any temptation, that would in the leaſt expoſe us 
to ſo many miſeries. Let us beſeech the living God, to 
preſerve us from every appearance of evil, that we may have 
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his favour continually reſting on us. And ſince we cannot 
mingle with a croud of ſinners, in the play-houte, to the 
glory of God, let us mingle with the loben of the Lord 
Jeſus, in all their acts of devotion. As we cannot ſtretch 
out our hand to this forbidden fruit, conſiſtent with our 
high vocation, let us ſtretch ont our hands to God in 
mighty prayer, and his bleſſing will deſcend upon us, ac- 
cording to the deſire of our heart. May he keep us fron 
all kinds of evil, hat it may never grieve us ! May he con- 
duct us by his unerring <vi/dom in all our ways, and at laſt 
admit us into his preſence a.th exceeding joy, that we may 
ſing hallelujah se God and the Lamb for ever and ever! 


As ORATORIOS are ſo nearly related to the ſubje©: 
I have been conſidering, I ſhall juſt make a few remarks 
on them in this place. Becauſe paſſages from the ſcrip- 
tures ate choſen, that are amazingly ſublime, and ſet to 
muſic of an enchanting nature, many ſuppoſe, there can 
be nothing evil in attending : Nay, thouſands think they 
do God ſervice by being preſent. This feems a gilded 
ſnare of the enemy, deſigned to lead aſide the people of 
God. If the words are the beſt in the bible, and the 
tunes which are ſung the beſt in the world, who are em- 
ployed in ſinging them? Are they the fncere followers 
of the Lord Jeſus; who can ſing with the ſpirit and with 
the underſtanding alſo ? Or are they penitent ſinners 
{ceking mercy through tlie blood of the croſs? No. They 
are ſinners in general, and ſinners of the worſt charac- 
ter. They will blaſphemoully take the moſt ſacred paſſa- 
ges of ſcripture into their wnhalloawed lips, and ſhout the 
praiſe of God before thouſands. While they are engag- 
ed in this work, there is not the leaſt ſign of piety in their 
countenance or in their geſtures, When the buſineſs of 
ſinging is ended, they prepare for the ſtage in the even- 
ing. In a morning they ſling like nightingales the praiſes 
of God, and in the evening the moſt obſcene ſongs. 'Vhey 
are like the fountains St James ſpeaks of; they fend up 


bitter and ſaweet waters. Their tongue is employed to bleiz 


and tocurſe God. Can any perſon ſuppoſe, that men cf 
this character, are employed by the living Jehovah in this 
work ? Does be not ſay to the wicked, What haſt thou 
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and conviction we 1 by the inſtructions of our 
parents or hearing the goſpel, are baniſned from our heart. 
We ſay to God, depart from us, we defire not the knowledge 
of thy ways. We jay to conviction and remorſe, go your 
way for the preſent, when I have a more favourable opportuni- 


ty, 1 will fend for you. Many objects engroſs our affecti- 


- ous, and lead our hearts far from God. While we are 


in this ſtate, we ſhun the company of miners or chriſtiant, 
who would warn us of our danger, and help us to eſcape 
out of the ſnare of the devil. We meet with companions 
according to our deſire, and ſtrengthen each others hands 
in wickedneſs. This is a moſt deplorable ſtate. Though 
hand join in hand, the wicked ſhall not go unpuniſbed. He that 
hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly periſh, and that without re- 
medy, The poſlibility of theſe things attending the play- 
houſe, ſhould induce us 7o eſcape for our life to the God 
of our mercies, that when ſinners intice, we may have po- 
wer to withſtand. Let us ever remember, if death ſhould 
find us there, nothing but a miracle of grace could ſave 
us. And we have no reaſon to hope, that /uch a mi- 
racle would be wrought on us, as we have ſo long rejefted 
the council of God againſt ourſelves. 

6. It is dangerous for weak perſons to attend. If they pay 
any regard to their health, they ought never to come near 
a play-houſe. 'The heat of the place, occaſioned by the 
crowds that attend; the hours they are confined in ſuch 
a wretched ſituation z and the damp night air in their re- 
turn, all combine to haſten their diſſolution. Many whoſe 
health was remarkably good, have found ſuch effects 
from the cauſes I have named, as have terminated in 
affliction and death. If we regard the welfare of our 
body or ſoul ; if we ſtudy our happineſs here or hereafter ; 
we ſhall determine by the grace of God, neither to touch 
nor tale in any degree, what is attended with ſuch pernici- 
ous conſequences, | 

We ſhall buy up our time for the beſt of purpoſes, de- 
termining, if we live, to li ve only to God. 

Let us fix it in our heart, never to give place for a mo- 
ment to any temptation, that would in the leaſt expoſe us 
to ſo many miſeries. Let us beſeech the living God, to 


preſerve us from every appearance of evil, that we may have 
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bis favour continually reſting on us. And ſince we cannot 
mingle with a croud of ſinners, in the play-houſe, to the 
glory of God, let us mingle with the f9/lowwers of the Lord 
Feſus, in all their acts of devotion. As we cannot ſtretch 
out our hand to this forbidden fruit, conſiſtent with our 
high vocation, let us ſtretch out our hands to God in 
mighty prayer, and his bleſſing will deſcend upon us, ac- 
cording to the deſire of our heart. May he keep us from 
all kinds of evil, Hat it may never grieve us ! May he con- 
duct us by his wnerring <vi/dom in all our ways, and at laſt 
admit us into his preſence aw.th exceeding joy, that we may 
ling halleluyjah 10 God and the Lamb for ever and ever! 


As ORATORIOS are ſo nearly related to the ſubject 
I have been conſidering, I ſhall juſt make a few remarks 
on them in this place. Becauſe paſſages from the ſcrip- 
tures ate choſen, that are amazingly ſublime, and ſet to 
muſic of an enchanting nature, many ſuppoſe, there can 
be nothing evil in attending : Nay, thouſands think they 


do God ſervice by being preſent. This feems a gilded 


ſnare of the enemy, deſigned to lead aſide the people of 
God. If the words are the beſt in the bible, and the 
tunes which are ſung the beſt in the world, who are em- 
ployed in ſinging them? Are they the fncere followers 
of the Lord Jeſus; who can ſing with the ſpirit and with 
the underſtanding alſo ? Or are they penitent ſinners 
{ceking mercy through the blood of the croſs? No. They 
are ſinners in general, and ſinners of the worſt charac- 
ter. They will blaſphemouſly take the molt ſacred paſſa- 
ges of ſcripture into their wnhalloawed lips, and ſhout the 
praiſe of God before thouſands, While they are engag- 
ed in this work, there is not the leaſt ſign of piety in their 
countenance or in their geſtures, When the buſineſs of 
ſinging is ended, they prepare for the ſtage in the even- 
ing. In a morning they ſing like nightingales the praiſes 
of God, and in the evening the moſt obſcene ſongs. 'Vhey 
are like the fountains St James ſpeaks of ; they fend up 
bitter and faveet waters. Their tongue is employed to bleiz 
and to curſe God. Can any perſon ſuppoſe, that men of 
this character, are employed by the living Jehovah in this 
Work? Does he not ſay 5 the wicked, What haſt thou 

20 


94 
to do with my law? Is it **. evident, that gain is the god- 
lineſs of theſe perſons? They put on a maſk of religion, 
and ſing the praiſes of God to make merchandize of the 
Popes. 

They profane the houſe of God by their conduct. 
e church is ſet apart for divine worſhip. It ought 
not to be occupied in any way contrary to the will of God. 
The worſhip of the Almighty is to be ſanctiied to the 


people, by the houſe of God being kept pure. Would it 


not be conſidered as contrary to God and the ſcriptures, 
for a church to be employed as a market-houſe, where 
people might buy and ſell at any time, if they did not in- 
terfere with divine ſervice? If a church were let for the 
purpole of learning ſoldiers their exerciſe, or any thing 
elſe of this nature, it would be conſidered as a great ot- 
tence. But if they ſhould be let for dancing ſchools to 
be kept in; for players to act their tragedies and co- 
medies in, you would be more abundantly affected. And 
yet thele men that profane the ſcriptures, and ſing to 
the diſhonour of God, are ſuffered to occupy churches 
devoted to his ſervice, in ſoimproper a manner. If they were 
to ſing ſuch ſongs as are calculated to ſuit their corrupt 
hearts, you would ſpurn them from your places of public 
worſhip; but becauſe they maſt their deſigns under an 


appearance of religion, they are confidered as worthy of“ 


cing patronized by miniſters and their people. 

Is it in the heart of thoſe who eſtabliſh, and thoſe wha 
attend theſe recreations, to worſhip the living God? Do 
not thouſands flock together trom various quarters, with 
rvident marks of their intention being coutrary to God? 
Perſons attend the church on theſe occaſions, that never 
hear the goſpel of the grace of God publicly preached. 
If all that attend were brought together to join in fervent 
prayer and praiſe before God, to hear his bleſſed word 
preached; and were to come to, and go from the church, 
with decency and ſeriouſneſs; then we might pronounce 
their innocency and uprightnets. But while the wile/ of 
the vile are employed in ſinging, and crowds of ſinners 
brought together from no motive of a religious nature, 
God 1s eifonourcd ; his aname is profaned z the con- 
4 :icrc2 of ſinners contract freſh guilt ; and the deſtructi- 


on of all the parties concerned, is haſtened apace. 


3. The 


39 
3. The duties that are neglected; the time that is waſt- 


ed; and the money that is fooliſhly ſpent; are {ſufficient 
proots of their ſinfulneſs. It is not only religious duties 
but temporal engagements which are neglected. Buſi- 
neſs of the greateſt importance is laid aſide, to the injury 
of trade, and the welfare of families. That money, which 
ought to be laid out as a talent to promote the glory of 
God, is perverted to ſerve in accompliſhing ſuch ends, as 
are contrary to his will. Is it poſſible for us to plead our 
innocency, while we waſte our precious talents, and ha- 
zard our ſalvation ? If our money and time were ſpent ac- 
cording to the appoiutment of God, when he comes in the 
Judgment, we ſhould hear him ay, come, ye bieffed of my fa- 
ther, enter ye wo the joy of your Lord. Bat what ſhall we 
hear when we appear at the bar of the Judge of quick and 
dead? Will he not ſay, thou haſt been unfaithful in the unrighe- 
teous mammon, who will intr uſt to thee the true riches ? Or ra- 
ther, 1 kv you net, depart from me, ye worters of intquily. 
Inſtead of feeding the hungary, cloathing the naked, and 
viſiting and relieving the priſoner in his diſtreſs, thou haſt 
encouraged men of infamous lives; thou hait fed and 
cloathed them contrary to my will; thou haft ſtrengthen- 
ed their hands in wickedneſs: therefore receive thy re- 
ward with them. Go together inte the lake which burnt! 
with fire and brimſtane, which is the ſecond death. 

4. Many that attend the oratoris in the church, attend 
alſo the plays which are acted in the evening. 

This is attended with a double expence, and with an ad- 
ditional waſting of time. Theſe artful men have two 
ſtrings to their bow; and ſhoot their arrows with ſuccets 
from both. Their ſcheme is, to draw as much advantage 
to themſelves as poſſible. As they come under the cha- 

racter of the ſweet ſingers of Iſrael, it is natural to ſuppoic, 


many that attend in the church, will attend in the play- 


houſe alſo. They may think thele men that ſung the 
praiſes of God with ſuch particular melody, cannot act 
auy play but what will be conſiſtent with the ſubject of 
their former exerciſes. But alas! they can turn the tables, 
and act with more zcal in the cauſe of the devil, than they 
can in the hyp:critical ſervice of God, they ſo lately en- 
gaged in. Here they are iu their proper element. 'They 
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a freely and naturally. Pefore they appeared in a work 
that did not ſuit the frame of their heart. But now, their 
whole ſoul is engaged in the cauſe of their own in,... 
While you attend their diverſified exerciſes, you will find 
your heat inſenſibly drawn from God; and the things 
that make for your peace will become inſipid to your taſte. 
Lou may be Jed by degrees to caſt off the fear of God, 
and enter upon juch ſcenes of iniquity as will haſten your 
ipal deſtruction. 

Some unthinting profeſſors, may go once ortwice without 
examining the ſubject, and becauſe they ſpfeſe their eye is 
Angle, all will end well; but it they were to refle& for a 
few moments on the nature and deſign of this inſtitution, 
they would ſce it their duty to ſtand at a diſtance from e- 
very thing ofthis nature. If they ruſh forward becauſe 
it is agreeable to their own views of religion, and ſhut 
their eyes againſt the light of truth, they n certainly grieve 
the good Spirit of God, and bring guilt vpon their con- 
cience. 

We ſhculd bring every thing tothe law and the tẽſtimony; 
and what docs not agree with both, ſhould be renounced 
for ever. We could not ſtand in doubt on this ſubject, 
were we only ſincere in examining it before God. We 
ſhould ſee the ſnares that are hid under this appearance 
of religion, and ſhould ſhun them with abhorrence. * 

It you only go with chriſtian friends to the church; 
endeavour to raiſe your heart to God in ſinging; and 
hen the ſervice is ended, return to your families without 
going near the play-houſe ; this is not ſufficient to excuſe 
you, The inſtitution is contrary to God. It is tranſac- 
ed by thoſe who are his enemies. It is deſigned to make 
merchandiſe of the people. It has a number of evils con- 
nected with itz and moſt certainly leads many from the 
truth. Whatever inſtitution has the glory of God 
for its object, and the good and happineſs of mankind ; 
we ſhould do every thing in our power to promote it. 
But whatever has ewidently for its object, the diſhonour of 
God, and the temporal and eternal miſery of his creatures, 
we ſhould avoid it with all our heart. 

It is our duty to prove all things, and only hold faſt which 
fr ged. We are t ry the ſpirits, to know which oy my 
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deſign to lead us. If we ſubmit to theſe directions, we- 
ſhall ſhun the ſnare of the fowler; walk in the light az 
God is init, and have the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his ſon, 
to cleanſe us from all ſin. Our peace will flow as a river, 
and our righteouſneſs as the waves of the fea. We ſhalt 
then ſing the Lord's ſong while in this wilderneſs, with. 
acceptance. We fhall return to. Zion-with fenging, and 
mall in due time 2btain joy and gladneſs, where ſorrow and 
hghing ceaſe for ever. May we all have to ſing the ſong 
of Moſes and the Lamb, in the preſence of God, thro” 


eternal ages! Amen. 
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Od has made us capable of knowing and loving 
2 himſelf. In the bloom of youth, we are capable ot 
underſtanding and knowing the God of our mercies. It 
is the duty of parents to tcach their children the good 
and the right way, as ſoon as their minds are capable 
of attending to inſtructiou. It is their duty allo tv 
withhold them from every thing that would prevent 
their knowing and loving God. Dancing is become- 
ſo cuſtomary that, in the higher circles of lite, a gentle- 
man or lady that wants this accompliſhment, are con- 
ſidered as wanting part of their education. Many are led 
by the ſtream of cuſtom to think their children will be 
neglected, unleſs they are taught to dance, before they 
make their appearance in the world. This induces them 
to hate every thing that is ſaid againſt this amuſement, 
and engages them to plead for it with all their ſoul. I 
hope all who read theſe lines, will endeavour to lay aſide 


prejudice for a few moments, and weigh the ſubject im- 
partially in their own breaſt, As. we are commanded 7 


train up our children in the ay thakthey ſhould go, we ſhould. 
3 not 
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not on any account, take one ſtep in their education, 
which cannot be juſtified in the ſight of God. It ſhould 
be our determination in doubtful caſes, to err if poſſible, on 
the right ſide. I here is always ſomething that will con- 
vince us which is the ſafeſt fide of the two; and if we 
ct according to our reaſon and conſcience, we ſhall 
hooſe that, which upon ſtrict examination, is moſt likely 
to be for the glory of God. In this caſe we ſhall always 
walk worthy of our great vocation. 

There is ſame end which parents propoſe to themſelves 
in ſending their children to a dancing {chool. It is gener- 
ally ſuppoſed, this is done to make them capable of appear- 
ing in company to advantage. Very few parents propoſe 
no other end than their learning to dance. But would it 
not. be poſſible to learn children how to enter a room where 
company is, and how to leave it with propriety, - with- 
out a dancing maſter being thelr inſtructor? Might they 
not learn every part of gentee] behaviour, without being 
taught to dance? Are there not many in the world, who 
never were taught this art, that behave with the greateſt 
politeneſs wherever they go? There are evils attending this 
«Xercile, which ought particularly to be confidered by 
every parent. | | 

1 A good deal of their choiceſt time is ſpent in attend- 
ing it. How many hours are foolifhly fpent in learning 
the different inſtructions which the matter gives ! It is not 
he hours which are fpent in dancing at the ſchool which 
are loſt only, but it takes up the minds of children to ſuch 
2 degree, that their learning and other exerciſes are fre- 
quently injured by it. Boys neglect their writing and ac- 
counts, while girls refuſe to attend with diligence to the 
«{uties of thcir calling. Parents complain of their children 
not improving at the ſchool, but forget they have been the 
cauſe, by ſuffering them to learn to dance. | 

2, Perhaps waſting of time is the leaſt evil in this buſi- 
neſs: money is fooliſhly ſpent in upholding it. The danc- 
ing maſter has his wages; and decent apparel muſt be pro- 
vided. Tradeſmen wiſh for their daughters to appear e- 
qual to thoſe in ſuperiour life. This creates an expence, 
which is contrary to the happineſs and welfare of the fa- 
wily: Geir circumſtances are hurt by this waſte. m_ 
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inch in reality, is wanting. 
circumſtances in the leaſt, can we anſwer it to God in the 
day of accounts, to have waſted ſo much of the talents he 


a decline, ſhould by all means avoid dancing. 


where they will grow and multiply, It is like an Je 
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all they can propole with their children in marriage, is 


nothing more than a few fine clouths to make them ap- 
pear as ladies, while the one th'ng needful to conſtitute them 


Should it not affect our 


intruſted to our care ? 
3. The health of many children is conſiderably injured 


by it. When young ladies are in the bloom of life, and 


promiſing to bleſs their parents with their ſervices tor many 


years, they may by dancing deſtroy a good conſtitution 
languih in pain and miſery; and return to their native duſt 


before they have reached the ſtrength of their days.— 
Children of a weakly conſtitution, who are threatned with 
If the 
health of our children may be injured, and their deſtruc- 
tion haſtened by their dancing, are we acting as parents 
ought to do, if we ſuffer them in the proſpect of theſe e- 
vils to enter upon this exercite 2 While they are under us, 
we are in a great meaſure accountable for their conduct, 
When they have it in their power without our influence to 
engage in this art, and 4vi//do it againſt our advice, the fin 
will lie at their own door. But ſhould we ſuffer them to 
do it while we have power to reſtrain them, and their 
health be impaired, we ſhall be anſwerable for this at the 
tribunal of the Son of God. And what bitter refleftions 
will take place in our minds, it we ſhould have to follow 
our lovely children to the grave, that have been haſtened 
thither by our means? Then, like Rachel, we ſhall weep 
for, them, and refuſe to be comforted, becauſe they are 
not. The bare probability of this being the caſe, ſhould 
lead us to ſpurn every temptation, that would ex poſe them 
to affliction and death. 

4. But it is more dangerous in a moral ſenſe than in any 
other. It feeds the corruptions of their nature, and is a 
bar in the way of their ſalvation. Every evil ſhould be 
checked in its firſt appearance, if poſſible. When we per- 
ccive pride, envy, anger, ſelf-will, &c. it is our duty to 
cruſh theſe evils in the bud as much as we can, But ſend. 
ing our children to a dancing ſchool, is the very place 
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to the evils of their heart. Their pride will increafe pro- 
digiouſly very ſoon. It will diſcover itſelf in their words; 
their looks, and all their geſtures. They will aſſume an 
air, of importance in the preſence of their parents and oth- 


ers, which is contrary to what ought to be manifeſt in 


perſons of their age. They will be impatient; if you 
oppoſe them in any thing. They will murmur if their 


5 and every thing belonging to them, is not equal to 


others. You will find anger, like a fecret fire, burning 
in their heart, if every thing is not juſt according to their 


mind. If you uſe every means in your power to repreſs. 
theſe evils, they will grow in the unchanged heart; but 


when you ſuffer them to be nouriſhed with every indul- 


gence that facilitates their growth, you cannot be clear 


in the ſight of God. 

When children are indulged according to their de- 
fire, before reaſon is properly in exerciſe, the corruptions 
of the human heart make a rapid progreſs. Paſſion, in- 
ſtead of reaſon, rules in their breaſt. Suffer young ladies. 


to attend the dancing ſchool till they are expert in this. 


art, and you will find them defirous of making an appear- 
ance in public. They long to ſhow their ability in this 
exerciſe to their friends. 

But it is become unfaſhionable for a young lady of 
ſixteen, to dance with one of her own ſex. She muſt 
have a male partner. When oncc the fence is broken 


down, it is hard repairing it. Many parents have ſuffer- 
ed their beautiful daughters to join their neighbours in- 


the dance, but have had ſufficient cauſe to repent of it, to 


the end of their lives. Connections are formed contrary 


to the will and advice of parents and friends. Many 
times reſtraint only inflames affection. Reaſon loſes its 
place. Paffion governs in every ſenſe of the word. A 
young lady pines away in ſecret, and will not be comfort- 
ed, becauſe her lover has not the countenance of her 
friends. Confinement, under the influence of exceflive 


affection, has been known to hurt the conſtitution, and 
haſten death. If this ſhould not be the caſe, every means. 
is made uſe of to inform each other of the ſtate of their- 


mind, and frequently deſperate adventures terminate in 


their union, to their 6207 forrew, and the eternal grief of 
their. 
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their neareſt relations. But ſhould ladies keep their 
affections within the bounds of moderation, does it not 
give them an air of conſequence, which does not become 
perſons of their years ? Does not dancing lead to a form- 
ing connections with different perſons z; and does not 
this lead to many idle viſits, with a train of evils, againft 
their preſent welfare, and future happineſs ? 
6. But what motive can induce perſons to dance fr 
hours together, who have attained the full exerciſe of 
realon ? There appears ſomething very irrational in it to 
me. I am nct alone in my judgment on this ſubject.— 
The following paſſage, is quoted from Mr Fletcher's 
Appeal of Matter of Fact &c. The learning and ability 
of the author, with his extraordinary piety and uſefnlneſs, 
may be ſome recommendation of his ſentiments on this 
ſubject. 
After he had given his ſentiments freely on ſeveral ſub- 
jects of this nature, he ſays, Let us follow thoſe muſi- 
cal ſounds mixed with the noiſe of ſtamping, and you 
will find others profuſely preſpiring, and violently 
ſatiguing themſclves in ſkipping up and down a room 
for a wt.ole night, and ridiculouſly turning their backs 
and faces to cach other in a hundred different ways. 
Would not a man of ſenſe prefer running ten miles 
vpon an uſeful errand, to this uſeleſs manner of loting 
his reſt, heating his blood, exauſting his ſpirits, unſitt- 
ing. himſclt for the duties of the following day, and 
laying the fundation of a putrid feaver or a conſumpti- 
on, by breathing the midnight air, corrupted by clouds 
of duſt, by the unwholefome fumes of candles, and by 
the more pernicious ſteam that ariſes from the bodies 
of many perſons who uſe a ſtrong exerciſe in a con- 
fined place? 
If dancing leads to a ſinful waſting of our time; to an 
injuring our health, and has other evils attending it, 
can any chriſtian plead its lawfulneſs befor: God? That it 
has other evils attending it is evident. Being heated in 
the dauce, it is neceſſary to take ſome refreſhment. This 
is often taken in haſte, without moderation. The exerciſe 
being continued, the blood is inflamed exceedingly; this 
with moderate drinking heats the paſſions, and often has 
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6 
a fatal tendency to onde, wizkednefs, Dancing has 
often ended in fornication and adultery. Perhaps the par- 
ties when they firſt met, were not the leaſt inclined to theſe 
evils. They abhorred them in their heart. But the ene- 
my of ſouls laid his ſnares on every fide with a great deal 
of art, and led them inſenfibly to the vices I have named. 


What they were led into inlenſibly, has 7erminated in an 


P. of wickedneſs; to the diſhonour of God, the deſ- 
truction of their own ſoul, and the grief of their friends. 

Nothing can be ſaid to prove the lawfulneſs of dancing 
as it is now practiſed. It is cvidently calculated to corrupt 
the morals of the parties concerned: it is a fooliſh waſte 
of time and money; and it often ends in the loſs of health, 
and of life itſelf. There are other methods of teaching 
young ladies and gentlemen a ſuitable behaviour. Their 
time may be abundantly better employed than at a danc- 
ing {chooly or in this exerciſe, when they are farther ad- 
vanced in life 'There are otherways to relax the mind, and 
other methods to preſerve health. 

Let me intreat you that are parents, to watch over your 
children, as thoſe that muſt give an account of them to 
God, when you ſtand at his bar. Study how you may 
live here, that when you appear before God in that great 
day, you may ſay, here awe are, and the children thou haſt gi- 
venus. Get your own minds deeply impreſſed with cternal 
things. Seck above every thing, to have peace with God 


through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Study the ſcriptures, that 


you may know «vhat is the will of God in Chriſt Jeſus cen- 
cerning you and your families. Determine to follow the 
will of God inevery thing which he has appointed. Your 
children may think you ſevere, if you hinder them from 


walking in the way that the world contends for. Your 


neighbours may reproach you as being too {trift ; but God 
will give you abundance of his bleſſivg, You may have 
a number of difficulties thrown in your way; but God wil! 
help you to conquer them all. When your children are 
under your care, and depend on you for their ſupport, you 
have a right to govern them, according to the views you 
have of the will of God. While they are under your par- 
ticular care and guidance, you are in a great meaſure ac- 
countable for their conduct. If they ſhould be led to hack 
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late the laws of God thro! your lenity, you will have to 

anſwer for this in the day of Judgment. But if you take 

| every method in your power to keep them from ſin, and 

| do every thing you can to engage them to ſerve God, 
you will be clear at the bar of your Judge. Should they 

{pura your advice, and follow the counſel of their own 

will, when they are no longer under your command, their 

| blood will be on their own heads. 

Let mc intreat you, that are in the bloom of life, 10 

remember your creator in the days of your youth. God has 

| given you a min capable of improvement. He has ap- 

| pointed excellent means, which if properly engaged in, 

| will be of infinite ſervice to you. Inſtead of ſpending 

pour time fooliſhly in any diverſion, give yourſelves to 

5 thoſe ſtudies that may be of ſervice to you in future life. 

| If you are bleſſed with circumſtances that exempt you 
from labour, determine to ſpend the time others are oblig- 
dd to ſpend in their neceſſary vocation, in learning every 
thing, which is proper for perſons in your ſituation. A 
| thouſand things offer themſelves to your choice, on terms 
| which are caſy. Reſolve by the grace of God to make 
i /uchachiice, as will be for your preſent and eternal happi- 
| neſs, Determinein your heart to ſeek before all things, to 
know experimentally he true God, and Feſus Chriſt whom 
he has ſent. In humble confeſſion of your ignorance and 
ſin, ſeek wiſdom from the almighty : beg of God to give 
you his Holy Spirit, that by his teaching and the light of the 
{criptures of truth, you may be made wiſe unto ſalvation. — 
Seck with all your heart that faith, that unites the ſoul to 
Chriſt, and makes us members of his body, his fleſh and his 
- banes, And then reſolve to give up yourſelves to his ſer- 
vice in every thing he has appointed. He will lead you in- 
to ſuch a method of redeeming your time, as will make 
you uſeful in various ways to thouſands in your pailage 
through life. You will have the preſence and bleſſing of 
God in your death, and be glorified in his kingdom with 
ſaints and angels for ever. 

If you are in ſuch a ſituation in life, as requires moſt of 
your time to be ſpent in providing for yourſelves, and any 
that may be connected with you, let not a moment of your 
leiſure hours be tooliſhly waſted, You have many things 
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in this wilderneſs. Whither you are in the bloom of 
youth, or more advanced in years, mate the eternal God 
your refiige, and he will put beneath you the everlaſting arms of 
his mercy. It you ſeek his favour with all your heart, by 
the faith of the Lord Jeſus, God will mercifully accept 
you among his people, and bleſs you for ever. He will 
conduct your ſteps in his fear throngh the various changes 
of your pilgrimage. He will give you grace to act with 
uprightneſs in every thing, and will conduct you un- 
der the influence of his Spirit in all your ways. Being 
diligent in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the, Lord, your 


peace wwi!l be as a river, and your righteouſneſs as the avaves 


of the ſea. W hile your time is bought up to improve your 
mind in every thing that is neceſſary for life and godlineſs, 
you will increaſe with the increaſe of God. 

O that the Lord Jeſus, the friend of ſinners, would 
pour out of his Spirit on us all; thar whatever ſituation we 
may be in, either in the church or in the world, we may 
glorify him in our body and ſrit which are bis! May we live 
in a conſtant dependence upon him for every bleſſing we 
need, and by patient continuance in well doing, ſeek for glory, 
honour, immortality, and in the end be bleſſed with eternal 
life | The Lord gfant us theſe mercies, and to his name 
ſhall be aſcribed worſhip and praiſe for ever ! Amen, 
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